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Introduction

Contributes to patient-centered care and well-informed
decision making for caregivers, parents and children

Pediatric palliative care

Child’s involvement in decision-making

• Calendar age ≠ ability to participate in deciscions
• Difficult to establish their ability to participate
• A child’s development is highly individual 

Aim of this study
To provide an overview of factors affecting child 
development in the context of serious illness. 

1 Which prevailing theories and constructs are identified?
2 What typical developmental aspects are observed?
3 What factors influence ongoing development?

Research questions:

“Decision-making competence is not an on-or-off 
phenomenon, but differs over time and between specific 
decisions, situations and topics”



Methods

• Databases: Medline, Embase, Psychinfo, CINAHL
• Domains: serious illness, child, communication, 

theory

Literature search
• Extraction: study design characteristics, 

developmental theories, elements of development 
of ‘young’ and ‘older’ children, influencing factors 
declerating or accelerating child development

• Qualitative, thematic analysis to identify common 
themes: key elements of child development and 
influencing factors

Data collection and analysis

Study selection
• Cognitive, social or emotional developmental

aspects in children (0-18 years)
• Influential factors on development, in relation to

illness

Method based on:
• Arksey and O’Malley
• Joanna Briggs Institute

Scoping review



FIGURE 1. PRISMA FLOW DIAGRAM OF THE REVIEW PROCESS



Results

Piaget’s theory of cognitive development

• Supported by authors: Development as a 
continuous process with overlapping stages, 
progression hindered by physical/social factors

• Contradicted by authors: Young children have 
incorrect reasoning for illness based on immanent 
justice

Q1: Which prevailing theories and 
constructs are identified?

Other identified theories:

• Erikson’s model of psychosocial development
• Werner’s Orthogenetic principle
• Bronfenbrenner’s ecological system theory 
• Freud’s psychosexual theory
• Carol Gilligan’s theoretical model of 

interdependence and care in important 
relationships Life span development psychology

• Attachment theory
• Dynamic-maturational model of attachment
• Sullivan’s interpersonal theory of psychiatry 
• Fowler’s model of faith development 



Results

Q2: What typical developmental aspects are 
observed?











Results

• Evidence was diffuse
• Several studies found shaping factors of child 

development, without specifying a unified
direction of the impact

• Accelerators and declerators found in results

Q3: What factors influence ongoing 
development?



Conclusion and discussion
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• Highlighting the importance of understanding factors influencing childhood development in the context of serious illness
• Theories are mostly outdated and don’t integrate full aspects range: psychological, emotional, social, cognitive
• Critical gap in evidence

• Future research: creating flexible, multidimensional models that integrate psychological, emotional, social and
cognitive aspects of development



Thank you!
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